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Pron  the  Diroctor 

'"It  is  ny  inclination  right  nov  to  I’ccomnond  that  tho  Government  got  out 
of  this  huainess,  Hy  attitude  ri^*t  nou  is  that  there's  nothing 
to  it."  With  a  srailo,  ho  added,  "But  I'm  not  supposed  to  reach  a 
conclusion  for  another  year 

Dr.  Edward  U,  Condon  ...  I968  January  25,  as  reported  by  tho 
Elmira,  K.Y.,  'Ster-Carrotto*  and  'Look'  magazine  of  I968  r.iay  14. 

Well  what  did  wo  really  eeroeot  to  cone  out  of  tho  Colorado  University 
Project  on  Unidontifiod  Flying  Objects  after  that  comment  by  the  Project's 
Chairman  ? 

BUFORii.  has  not  £.;■}  yot  made  any  official  statement  on  its  attitude  to 
tho  Oondon  Committee's  work.  This  was  I  think  a  'v-rise  decision  on  the  part 
of  the  BUPCERA  Committee  in  view  of  the  difficulties  involved  in  procuring 
a  factual  account  of  tho  Committoe's  activities.  Those  people  who  have 
been  following  the  Committee's  pronouncements  and  activiti.os  from  close  at 
hand  have,  naturallo’s  "boon  UFO  oriented.  Their  views  on  UFOs  are  already 
confirmed  by  their  own  investigations  over  tho  yoais  and  are  not  likely  to 
be  changed  by  any  typo  of  event  that  might  have  occurred  within  the  Condon 
investigation.  Thus  the  articles  and  corxionts  coming  from  Amorioan  UFOlogists 
cannot  bo  taken  as  being  totally  unbiased.  Tliic  does  not  moan  that  BUFORA 
Mas  been  tardy  in  trying  to  find  out  the  Committoo's  views  of  the  events  in 
America. 

At  the  start  of  the  Condon  Oommittoe  enquiry,  BUFORA  wrote  to  tho 
Oommittoo  offering  its  assi-'tanco  in  respect  of  tho  supply  of  sighting  reports 
from  this  country  to  the  Committee.  In  the  oront  the  offer  was  not  taken 
up.  BUFORA  officers  subsequently,  however,  met  Dr.  Low  when  ho  came  to  Europe 
on  a  fact  finding  mission.  Opinions  after  tho  meeting  wore  mixed,  though  I 
think  that  it  is  fair  to  say  that  Dr.  Low  presented  the  project  in  a  favourable 
light,  although  reassurances,  categorical  reassurances,  as  to  tho  impartiality 
of  the  project  and  tho  protection  of  tho  jjrojoct  from  outsido  prossuros,  mainly 
emanating  from  tho  United  Statos  Air  Force,  and  Government,  wore  absent  ftrom 
Dr.  Low's  statements.  A  look,  however,  at  tho  financial  backing  of  the 
project  shows  why  those  assursneos  could  not  bo  given. 

When  tho  press  began  to  carry  tho  atorioc  of  tho  peculiar  turn  of  events 
within  tho  Oommittoo,  BUFORA  was  unwilling  to  sever  all  relationships  with 
the  Committee  immediately  without  making  efforts  to  ascertain  from  tho  Condon 
Oommittoe  their  own  view  of  tho  press  reports.  Despite  our  efforts  no  comments 
wore  forthcoming  from  tho  Oommittoo,  and  wc  docidod  to  hold  firo  on  the  Project 
until  tho  full  Report  was  available  for  examination  and  analysis. 

Now  we  have  the  first  reports  on  the  Report,  and  doubtless  many  of  you 
know  the  content  of  it.  Negative.  But  more  than  negative.  The  report  so 
I  gather  contains  definite  proposals  that  onco  again  tho  spbjoct  should  be 
positively  driven  out  of  existence-  No  enoouragomont ,  and  indeed  discouragement 
should  bo  given  to  those  intorestod  in  studying  the  subject.  Such  a 
recommendation  is  utterly  ridiculous  and  hardly  falls  ^-rithin  tho  scope  of 
enlightened  sciontific  investigation  into  the  world  about  us,  UFO  reports 
exist,  of  that  there  is  no  denying.  UFO  reports  arc  enigmatic,  even  leaving 
EGide  any  questions  of  exfcrat(xrrestrial  visitations.  One  object  of  ecionce  is 
to  asceertain  tho  truth  and  to  remove  the  enigmas  of  nature?  UFO  reports  roquiro 
scientific  investigation. 

I  do  not  think  that  we  should  harshly  judgo  the  members  of  the  Condon 
Committee.  Research  scientists  arerreputod  to  be  bad  public  relations  experts, 
and  if  anything  the  subject  of  UFOs  is  tho  most  difficult  to  handle  in  the  field 
of  the  PRO.  I  realise  that  sane  of  the  events  of  early  I968  do  point  to  a 
preoonceivod  result  to  tho  Committeo's  vrork,  and  that  the  Committee  itself  may 
not  bo  the  unbiased  groi;p  of  newcomers  to  tho  si’bject  that  it  -was  supposed  to 
bo?  -vrith  the  exception  of  perhaps  Saunders  and  Levine  who  mot  an  unfortunate 


aenise.  ^JevcsTtneiesE  tte  roai  -cesT  oi  tne  oboectivatj  ana  aeaningf’olnees  of 
the  Cominittoe's  work  will  bo  in  their  Report  on  Unidontified  Flying  Objects. 

This  document  is  not  as  yet  in  our  hands  and  so  I  can  only  at  this  stage 
sviggost  ways  and  criteria  for  testing  the  Report's  objectivity  and  scope. 

The  objectivity  of  the  Report  shoiild  be  fairly  clear  from  its  wording  and 
the  methods  used  by  the  Committee  in  its  con^ilation.  It  should  boar 
comparison  to  the  approach  to  the  subject  made  by  Vallec  in  his  two  books 
( 'AnatonQr  of  a  Phenomenon'  and  'Challenge  to  Science').  It  should  not  be  as 
naive  and  ridiculous  as  the  case  put  forward  in  Tacker's  'Flying  Saucers  and 
the  United  States  Air  Force'.  Tho  scopo  of  the  report  will  bo  more  easy  to 
tost.  The  Report  'VTill  bo  compiled  on  tho  Comraittoo's  investigations  into 
a  particular  list  of  sighting.  If  this  list  does  not  contain  (eg)  those 
cases  singled  out  for  ospecial  attrition  by  NlCiP  and  Valloo,  and  mentioned 
by  Michel  and  others,  thon  it  will  not  have  covered  a  balanced  range  of  oases. 

I  Buspoot  that  the  report  will  be  as  selective  in  its  investigations  as  tho 
Committee  feels  it  can  got  away  with,  but  then  wo  all  knovr  that  tho  ntinbors 
of  inexplicablo  reports  aro  small  in  comparison  ^rith  those  that  are  significant. 
BUFOHA  could,  by  carefully  leaving  out  b^^t  23  reports  from  its  I967 
investigations  present  a  report  covering  202  cases  fer  that  year  that  purport 
to  support  tho  viow  that  there  is  nothing  in  UFO  reports  at  all. 

We  cannot  roach  a  final  view  on  tho  Condon  Committee  Report  until  the 
full  Report  has  been  released  and  fully  examined  to  ascertain  its  true  value; 
but  in  the  meantime  it  seems  that  the  Report  may  just  bo  another  lot  of  hot 
air. 

"I  feel  that  the  Air  Force  has  not  been  giving  out  all  tho  available 
information  on  these  Unidentified  Flying  Objects.  You  cannot  disregard 
so  many  unimpeachable  sooiroes." 

Hon.  John  McCormack,  Speaker  of  the  Bouso  of  Representatives 
as  quoted  in  'True'  magazine  of  I965  January. 

"Huring  tho  ensiling  year  there  will  be  authenticated  sightings  of 
roughly  200  Unidentified  Flying  Objects,  of  which  tho  Pentagon 
will  be  able  to  disprove  210." 

'Life'  magazine,  1958  January,  p.l6. 


Stephen  Smith. 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

The  Daily  Mail  How  Year  Show 

Twelve  days,  130,000  visitors,  and  over  7OOO  simulated  sightings  lator 
the  arguing,  tho  debating  and  tho  dononstrating  stopped,  and  a  small  tired 
band  of  BUFORA  voluntoors  staggered  off  stand  153  at  Olympia.  The  Daily  Mail 
Hew  Year  Show  and  BUFORA's  biggest  publicity  drive  evor  had  ended.  Those  of 
you  who  did  not  come  to  London  during  the  two  weeks  from  I968  Docenber  28  to 
1969  January  11  missed  tho  best  display  of  British  UFO  material  ever  assembled 
in  recent  years. 

In  over  1000  sq.  ft.  of  oxhlbition  spaco,  surrounded  by  blow-ups  of 
UFO  photographs,  prosa-cubtings,  and  typical  sighting  data,  stood  tho  BUFORA 
Mobile  Field  Research  Unit  loaded  with  all  the  paraphernalia  of  skywatching, 
binoculars,  astro-compasses,  goigor  counters  and  ELF  radio  roceivors. 

Pacing  tho  vehicle  v:as  cai  animated,  diaramio  simulation  of  a  typical  UFO 
sighting.  As  if  through  binoculars,  the  witness  sees  tho  English  Downs  bathed 
in  Summer's  sun.  Dusk  falls  and  a  faint  whistling  hum  is  heard  as  if  from 
afar.  It  grows  in  volume  imtil  suddenly  the  object  flashes  into  view.  It's 
like  two  soup  plates  joined  rim  to  rim,  edged  iflth  numerous  small  red  and  white 
lights,  its  surface  giving  a  dull  metallic  blue  glow.  It  hovers  iTith  uncertainty, 
then  glides  to  the  left  and  hovers  again,  definitely  intelligently  controlled 
this  time.  Then  it  reverses  in  its  tracks  moving  to  tho  right.  It  turns  again 
and  then  vanishes  faster  than  tho  eye  can  follow.  Dawn  breaks.  The  sun  rises  to 
show  a  peaceful  scene,  as  if  unknovring  the  visitor  in  tho  night.  The  witness 
moves  away  unbelieving  yet  unconvinced,  birt  he  returns  and  watches  the  whole 
sequence  through  again  and  still  cannot  see  how  the  model  saucer  vanishes  so 
completely.  Policomen,  doctors,  aircrew,  technically  precocious  children,  they 
were  all  puzzled.  ¥e  aid  not  toll  them  how  it  was  done  but  we  did  toll  them 


--  *  ----  -  .  —  j  ..w  nc  .  Uii  vllv  Ui  ciliiJs  all--  IN© 

sont  hLundreds  away  consciously  "bninicing  aboui  UFOs,  nany  of  ■then  for  thG 
first  tine  in  their  lives.  In  this  respect  the  show  was  worth  every  effort 
put  into  it. 

It  is  difficult  to  make  out  a  series  of  "thank-yous"  to  those  who  assisted 
in  making  the  oshibition  otand  possible  without  leaving  out  someone  who  may 
be  annoyod  by  the  omissionr  Ifovcartheless ,  at  risk  of  doing  just  this,  I  feci 
that  wo  ought  to  say  a  few  public  ‘'thank-yous"  in  rooognition  of  the  vast  amount 
of  work  tho-t  went  into  the  stand,  Om-  thajiks  go  tos 

The  Daily  Mail  ....  for  designj.ng  the  stand  and  building  it  and  providing 

the  blow-ups  for  ddsplay,  vihich  they  have  kindly 
allowed  ns  to  koop. 

Mr.  Ivor  Lewis  ....  for  hie  work  on  our  behalf  with  the  Daily  Mail, 

Mr.  Lionel  Boer..,,  for  handling  the  project  coordination  on  BUFOEA  behalf. 
Mr.  Ivar  Mackay....) 
lir .  Mike  Holt  . . . .  ^ 

Jfr.  Richard  Farrow.)  for  proparing  various  parts  of  the  o:diibition  and  for 
I'lr.  j'Lrnold  Wost....)  assisting  in  tho  manning  of  the  stand, 
tir.  Petor  Johnson..) 

I4r.  Edgar  Hat'/any. .) 

and  all  those  members  and  firiends  vrho  came  and  took  part  in  tho  manning 
of  tho  stand  throughout  tho  two  weeks  of  its  hectic  life. 


+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 


Stephen  Smith 
+  +  +  +  + 


+ 


Tho  Bison  Hill  Enigma 

A  report  on  an  intorviow  with  Mr.  E,  Bennett  and  his  daughter  Mandy  of 
VHiipsnado,  Bedfordshiro  by  D.  A.  Cadel  and  N.  Summers  of  the  Bedford  'UFO  Society 
following  thoir  unusual  oxporienco  on  tho  evening  of  the  21at  Sept.  I968. 

Tho  report  which  appeared  in  tho  Dunstablo  Gazette  on  the  27th  Sept,  I968 
is  unusually  accurate  and  is  in  the  main  due  to  Mr.  Bennett's  insistence  that 
if  their  story  was  printed  only  tho  facts  should  be  given  and  not  be  elaborated 
upon. 


Mr.  end  Hiss  Bonnott  wore  intorviowed  at  Wiipsnade  on  Sunday  13th  October, 
1968,  and  wore  able  to  recall  tho  follovring  details.  Mr.  Bennett  also  drew  a 
sketch  of  tho  apparition  (on  right)^ 


It  was  Mr.  Bonnott  who  first  noticed  the 
object,  but  did  not  say  anything  to  his  daughter 
in  case  she  was  alarmod.  However,  she  could  not 
fail  to  miss  it  because  of  its  unnatiiral  colour 
and  aura.  Hoither  of  them  could  say  where  it 
first  appeared,  but  it  vras  first  seen  at  the  side 
of  the  road  ovor  the  grass  verge  in  Dagnall  M. 
approsimately  25  yds.  ahead  of  their  car.  There 
was  another  car,  but  this  was  ovor  200  yds.  ahoad 
and  they  could  not  say  if  tho  occupants  had  seen 
the  object. 

The  night  was  clear,  there  were  no  patches 
of  fog  or  mist  on  the  road  and  tho  appariticai- 
was  seen  for  3—4  secs. .  The  object  drawn  by  Jir.  . 
Bonnett  was  his  interpretation,  but  his  daughter 
who  was  in  tho  passenger  seat  believed  there  was 
an  additional  appendage  or  protuberance  on  the 
loft  side,  similar  to  tho  'rfintorfold  Spectre 
(FSE,  Yo1.14s  Ho.l,p.l5)  though  not  sc  pronounced. 
The  object  seemed  to  glide  and  did  not  touch  the 
ground,  but  Mr.  Bennett  vxas  not  suro  as  tho  axixa. 
was  shimnering  and  unsteady.  It  had  a  definite 
outline,  was  conical  shaped,  height  about-  6  ft.. 
The  top  about  a  foot  wide  was  roionded.  The  base 
was  about  4  ft. 6  ins.  across.  The  interior  —  if 
that  is  tho  proper  word  -  had  a  washed  out  yollovr 
appoarancG.  The  outside  aura  was  liko  a  noon 


hodge 


grass  verge 


light.  Mr.  Bennett  said  the  object  was  translucent}  there  were  no  odd  smells 
or  noises,  though  the  latter  would  have  been  difficult  to  determine.  Hor  was 
there  any  loss  of  car  engine  power.  The  object  disappeared  through  the  hedge. 
Had  Mr.  Bennett  been  alone,  he  viotad  have  stopped  to  investigato,  but  beoa\ise 
of  his  concern  for  Ifendy  he  drove  straight  homo. 


Together  with  Mr.  Bennott  we  had  tho  (importunity  of  visiting  the  ozact  spot 
where  the  apparition  was  seen,  Thtare  V7as  certainly  no  gap  in  tho  overgrown 
ha^rthom  hedge  on  tho  near  side,  but  there  was  on  the  other  side.  Eowover, 

th(2re  was  an  entrance  to  some  pineries  some  5  to  10  yards  ahead.  This  lod  up 

a  winding  track  to  the  wooden  buildings.  Exactly  at  the  spot  and  overhead  there 
were  pylon  linos,  Ivir.  Bennett  noticed  this  immediately  that  momingj  but  was 
unaware  of  their  oxistenoo  at  that  spot  on  the  evening  in  question.  Acooss  to 
the  field  behind  the  hedgo  was  easy.  It  load  obviously  been  harvested  some  timo 
previously  and  tho  stubble  remained  to  be  clear(Dd.  In  several  places  and  to 
the  right  of  tho  ovorhoad  power  lines,  there  were  several  small  burnt  aroas. 

Ono  large,  the  others  small  and  (nefconding  to  tho  loft  into  the  field.  There 
were  no  other  patches  in  tho  field.  Tractor  and  horse  impressions  were  found 
in  the  chalky  soil.  The  field  emposito  yioldod  nothing  unusml. 


It  was  as  Bonnott  said,  an  unhanny  esyerience  and  because  ho  was  a 
B(3optic  of  such  occurrences,  more  than  interesting  because  it  had  happened  to 
himself.  He  was  unaware  of  any  local  folk  loro  in  tho  locality. 


Tho  follo^Ting  Sunday,  Octobor  20,  a  further  visit  was  made  to  tho  field  to 
determine  if  there  was  any  unusual  radiation  meter  readings.  Tho  technical 
members  of  BHFOS  were  David  Viewing  and  Alan  Beaumont,  accompanied  by  Cadoi. 


The  burnt  areas  wore  tested  first  with  tho  geiger  counter  but  yielded  no 
high  meter  counts,  Tho  field  was  sited  on  the  side  of  a  sloping  hill  and  near 
vhe  top  there  was  a  natTn?al  saucer  shaped  depression  (which  had  bem  noted  the 
previous  Sunday).  A  reading  was  taken  at  tho  centre  and  yielded  an  above  normal 
count.  Testa  were  made  at  tho  perimeter  and  the  roadings  were  approximately 
similar  to  others  taken  elsewhere  in  the  field.  Tests  were  also  carried  out  at 
the  'spot'  where  Mr.  Bennett  and  his  daughter  saw  the  apparition  and  further 
along  the  road  edge,  but  again  there  was  nothing  unusual.  Roadings  taken  were 
as  follows  end  based  on  an  avecrago  number  of  one  minute  counts.  They  were  taken 
whilst  other  parts  of  the  field  yielded  an  average  of  18.2  counts/minuto. 


Burnt  patches 
1' '  pr  'i  a  s  i  cn '  r  ent  r  e 
Dopre  Sion  edge 
Grass  veargo 
Other  areas 


18.6  &  18.8 

23.6  &  20.4 

18.5  &  17.0 

18.2 

18.2 


It  will  bo  of  interest  that  when  Mr.  Bennett  related  his  story,  his 
daughter  Mandy  also  stated  that  she  and  her  friend  Toni  Smith,  also  of  Whipsnado 
Saw  a  white  coloured  cross-shaped  object  move  very  rapidly  ervor  the  village 
during  one  night  in  October/lTovember  1967*  Mandy  recalls  this  because  Toni  was 
very  frightened  at  the  timo.  She  says  that  it  va.s  raining  and  below  cloud 
cover  and  was  moving  in  tho  directi(Mi  of  Aston  Clinton  which  lies  in  a  south 
wostorly  direction. 


Dorok  Cadoi. 

Bedford  UFO  Society. 

■'■  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

The  Canvey  Island  'Pish  with  Foet  and  Toes ' 

Horjd.ng  together,  the  Rev.  H.D.L.  Thomas  (Long  Hanborough  Rectary,  Oxford) 
and  Mr.  Derok  Mansell  (75  Norreys  Road,  Cumnor,  Oxford)  are  trying  to  discover 
more  of  the  'Canvey  Island  Pish'. 

Newspaper  Reports t  Daily  Express  of  30/11/53  and  II/8/54,  columns  headed 
'The  thing  has  20  pink  toes'  and  'Fish  with  Feet*. 

Yorkshire  Post  of  30/11/53,  column  headed  'Fish  with  Feet'. 

A  book  ontitlod  'Stranger  than.  Science'  describes  the  'thing'  in  greater 
detail,  'Slightly  m(xre  than  4  ft.  in  height,  weight  about  25  lbs,  with  two 
..arge  eyes,  nostril  holes,  a  gaping  mouth,  and  very  sharp  teeth.  The  creature 
had  gills,  but  instead  of  scales  vras  covered  with  a  pink  skin,  as  tough  as  hide 
of  a  healthy  pig.  It  had  two  short  legs  with  perfect  feet  which  ended  in  five 
tiny  toes,  arrange(3  in  the  shape  of  a  'U'  vath  a  concave  cent-ro  a-rnh  « 


Det^ls  are  given  below  of  tbe  prelininary  statistics  of  sighting  reports 
sent  in  to  BTIPOEA  Research  Department  during  I967  and  afterwards,  sighting 
reports  that  can  be  dated  as  having  occurred  during  1967» 

Tiieso  statistics  are  givon  without  thorough  analysis  and  detailed  examination 
of  the  more  particular  points  in  any  one  sighting.  V/e  realise  that  those  figures 
of  themselves  have  only  a  limited  value  from  tho  research  angle  but  they  do  put 
into  perspective  the  activity  of  I967. 


CL/lSSlFIGATIOI.^S 

a)  Evaluated  cases!  (i^  Satellites,  etc. 

(ii)  fiiroraft,  helicopters 

(iii)  Balloons,  flares,  etc. 

(iv)  Meteorological  or  atmospheric 
in  origin 

(v)  Astronomical  raisidontif'ications 

(vi)  Bird  formations 

(vii)  Meteors,  bolides,  etc. 

(viii)  Hoaxes 

b)  No  evaluation  possible  because  of  lack  of  detailed 
facta  about  the  object  or  ciroumstanoos  of  the 
sighting 

0)  Casos  evaluated  as  having  been  of  solid,  oraftliko 
vehicles,  behaving  as  controlled  machines* 

Possible  Bjcfcratorrestrial  Vehiclos  (UTV) 

ACTIVITY  THROUGH  THE  YEAR 


Total 


40  - 


30  - 


No.BTV  -l__i_^2ie5]^ 

Others 

Total  ^142310^^^^^^^  4=^ 

The  difference  between  the  above  figures  and  those  quoted  under  section” 

1  are  accounted  for  by  the  inclusion  of  the  reports  from  the  Stoke  area 
submitted  by  Stanway  and  Pace. 

3)  ACTIVITY  THROUGH  THE  DAY 

The  figures  below  give  the  time  of  day  of  the  start  of  a  sighting  report 
by  hours  in  24.  The  hour  number  5  (eg)  means  the  period  of  time  from  5  a.m. 
to  5,59  a.m. . 


HOURS 

No.RSPQRTS: 

HOURS 

No.REPORTSs 
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Part  2  or  the  Brief  ^inalysis  of  (hitstaniing  Jinoralies  in  the  Ciarrent 
Report  of  the  Unite!  States  Airforce  for  I968, 


We  employed  the  raw  data  piiblished  in  Project  Blue  Book  1966  (BE68)  to 
derive  several  statistical  series,  namely;; 

(1)  The  'o-um-ulsti\’e' curve'  of  unusual  aerial  phenomena  (iJ*)  reports  (this  is  a 
plot  for  ea.ch  yea-r  of  tho  sum  of  all  repetrts  up  to  and  including  that  year). 

(2)  The  running  annual  mean  number  of  /iP  r^orts  (tliis  is  a  plot  for  oach  year 
of  the  average  number  of  reports  por  year  up  "^o  that  yoar).  See  plot  on 
graph  labelled  'Heon  ^iP'. 

(3)  Tho  cumulative  curve  of  unhnowns. 

(4)  Tho  running  anniial  mean  unlmoras.  See  plot  on  graph  labollod  'Mean  Unl^noi'm’. 

(5)  The  annual  percentage  of  unloio^-Jns. 

(6)  Tho  rimning'  total  percentage  of  unlmovnis. 

The  derived  tabulations  aro  too  Ojrtensivo  to  roprodvice  hero  but  tho  results 
may  bo  briefly  suramarisod  as  follows; 

(a)  The  average  number  of  reports  of  4*?  examined  by  tho  US/JT  oach  year  is  at 
present  steadily  increasing,  although  there  is  oonoidcrablo  variation  from  year 
to  yoar» 

(b)  The  moan  numbor  of  unknowns  por  year,  in  contrast,  to  this,  is  steadily 
dooroaaing.  Sinoo  1954;  thoro  has  boon  little  variation  in  tho  rato  of  this 
dccreaso  from  yoar  to  yoar. 

(o)  In  both  tho  above  parameters,  tho  yoar  1952  marks  a  striking  discontinuity, 
Prior  to  this  year,  the  moan  numbor  of  unknowns  per  yoar  vra.s  increasing,  as  was 
tho  moan  numbor  of  iiP  reports  por  yoar.  Hadvthis  trend  continued  after  1952, 
tho  moan  number  of  unkno^ms  per  yoar  would  now  be  of  tho  erdsr  of  IOO5  it  is  in 
fact  only  33*2 , 

(d)  As  a  oonsoquonco  of  tho  variations  loading  to  results  (a)  and  (b),  tho 
running  total  percontago  of  inknowns  shows  two  distinct  phases;  from  I947  to  1952 
it  rose  from  9«^  ■fco  16.^1  aftOT  1952  it  continuously  docays  to  its  present 
macnitixdo,  5*7?® 

(0)  Tho  annual  porcontagos  of  uinknowns  also  show  tvre  phaaos.  Botvioon  1947  and 
1954  this  pararaotor  variod  botwocn  6»djb  (1948)  and  20.^  (1952).  In  1955  i"*! 
dropped  to  4«4/S  aiid  lias  not  risen  past  3*5^  since  that  date.  Thoro  is  an  invorso 
relationship  with  4iP  reports,  idioroas  boforo  1955  thoro  vrao  a  diroot  relationship. 

(f)  Wlion  tho  cumulative  curves  of  /iP  and  unlaiovnis  aro  drawn  thoro  is  a  tendency 
for  tho  unknowns  ciarvo  to  lovol  off  after  1954  • 

Bospit©  a  certain  lack  of  sensitivity,  this  emalysis  soems  to  indioato  what 
wo  already  know  -  a  drastic  change  of  investigative  or  analytical  procoduro  in 
or  around  1953/4j  after  which  tho  numbor  of  unknowns  per  year  remains  protty 
constant  and,  somowliat  against  wliat  one  logically  oxpocts,  fails  totally  to 
reflect  the  annual  rise  and  fall  of  AP  reports. 

It  seoms  clear  that  tho  actual  circumstanoos  tliat  brought  about  this  effect 
was  tho  CIA  recommendation,  inoerporatod  in  tho  Report  of  tho  Robertson  Panel 
of  January  1953?  that  a  systomatio  "dobunking  of  tho  flying  saucers"  bo 
undertaken  so  as  to  reduce  public  interest  in  tho  ph(»iomcnon  (15).  This 
rocommondation  resulted  in  tho  promulgaticn,  in  August  of  that  yofx,  of  tho 
notorious  Air  Forco  Rogulation  200-2,  which  lias  sinco  provided  the  guiding 
philosopliy  of  1:G.\P  UFO  investigation  with  tho  actual  wording;  "Air  Forco  activities 
must  reduce  tho  porcontage  of  unidontifiods  to  a  minimum".  (l6).  This  rogulation 
Was  strongly  backed  up  with  another,  JiilT/iP-146,  "that  offoctivoly  made  it  a  crirao 
punishable  with  up  to  ten  years  imprisonment  and  10,000  dollars  in  fine,  if 
anyone  disclosed,  at  air  baso  level,  any  information  on  any  unidentified"  (I5). 

In  fact,  under  tho  terms  of  4iFR  200-2  inf ermation  can  only  bo  released  by  anybody 
"after  positive  identification  of  th.e  sighting  as  a  familiar  or  loiown.  sighting" 
(16)5  otherwiso  queries  regarding  a  spocific  ease  can  only  be  replied  to  in  terms 
of,  "tho  sighting  is  under  investigative  action  and  information  regarding  it  will 
be. available  at  a  later  date".  (l6) 

It  would  be  impossiblo  to  forco  a  confossion  ftrom  the  USAF  that  this  policy 
is  tantamount  to  oonsorshipi  but  those  tvro  orders  (which  vro  must  inevitably 
contrast  T'ri.th  tho  statements  on  public  relations  containod  in  Major  Aikman's 
letter  (part  l))  have  oomplotoly  stopped  tho  flovr  of  reports  from  military  pilots 
(other  than  those  few  made  privately  -  and  illegally  -  to  ci-'/ilian  organisations 
such  a.R  'MTCAP,  Wh-Tf'.ll  fn-rnf'-rlv  iln  -hbri  -hnn  T  7C.  nf*  all  -ramn-rvl-e  mralna  +  aS  Ti.r  +l-v,a 
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Subsequently,  the  sane  disservice  was  dene  to  tiic  excellent-value  13^  of 
all  reports  until  then  derived  fren  US  civilian  airlines  pilotsf  on  February 
ITj  1954?  "officers  of  the  I'lilitary  Transport  Intelligence  mot  -vrith  officials 
of  the  iiirlinc  Pilots  Association  at  the  Roosevelt  Hotel  in  Hollywood".  The 
pirpose  of  the  meeting  vras  to  urge  commercial  pilots  to  ’cooperate'  in  what 
was  described  as  ’a  serious  matter  for  the  government'  (Edwards,  f^.cit.) 

The  outcome  of  this  meeting  was  that  oomncrcial  pilots  were  strongly  urged 
by  the  AsGociation  to  make  no  public  statements  on  their  UFO  sightings.  In 
the  following  years  several  commercial  pilots  defied  tVis  'request'  for  their 
cooperation,  and  paid  for  it  -  ofton  vrith  their  jobs,  more  frequently  in 
ridicule  and  damaging  assertions  of  peer  eyesight,  poor  mental  health,  or 
oven  drunkenness.  The  classical  example  is  the  Killian  case  of  February  24th5 
1959  -  contrasting  accomts  will  bo  found  in  Keyhoo,  (20)  and  (2l),  and  Taokor, 
Flying  Saucers  and  the  tK  Air  Perce. 

(Notes-  jIPR  200-2  was  siiporscdod  by  /JR  8O-I7  on  September  19th,  19665 
■virtually  the  only  change  vras  an  ordetr  tluit  information  on  UFO  sightings 
should  bo  made  available  at  Air  Force  Base  level  to  scientists  of  the  Colorado 
University  Project  (15)*  Ncto  also  that,  at  about  the  time  APR  200-2  was 
promulgated,  reporters  vroro  banned  from  sooking  information  on  UFOs  at  Wright- 
Pattorson  /JB  and  in  the  files  of  ATIC,  and  all  stills  and  movies  of 
radarscopos  shovring  unidentified  flying  objects' returns  were  declared 
'classified  Material'  (I7).) 

The  order  to  reduce  t]:c  percentage  of  \»iidontifiod  to  a  minimum  seems  to 
liavo  worked  retroactively  to  some  extent,  also,  Another  statistical  source 
vrith  wliich  tlio  BB68  figures  fail  to  agree  is  (4)j  in  which  Ruppelt  states  that 
the  Project  had  received  1,593  /J*  reports  during  the  period  1947-52?  of  which 
429  (26.9^)  remain  luaoxplainod.  The  corresponding  figures  as  of  I968  are  2,344 
and  393  (l6.8^)j  tliat  this  drop  in  poroontago  a  dual  origin  in  both  the  fall 
in  the  number  of  'unidontifiods '  and  a  rise  in  the  number  of  reports  for  the 
period,  vfith  the  latter  talcing  place  well  before  the  former,  is  oonfirraed  by 
the  fact  that  Ruppelt 's  figures  for  the  unknovms,  429,  is  the  same  percentage 
of  the  total  number  of  sightings  for  the  period  as  c^uotod  in  BD62  as  the 
percentage  there  given,  namely  19.65^  approx..  It  is  clear  that?  possibly  since 
1962,  a  large  mimbor  of  ropoirts  have  been  gradually  removed  from  the  unidentified 
category  and  ro-evaluated  as  identified,  porliaps  by  an  extension  of  that  process 
mentioned  by  Ruppelt?  by  vrhich  reports  evaluated  at  the  end  of  investigation  as 
(og)  'possible  aircraft'  vrorc  quoted  in  reports  as  'probable  aircraft'.  In 
particular?  wo  are  agreed  tliat  the  category  of  radar  reports  he,s  been  heavily 
hit,  with  such  major  reports  as  Michigan  (29/7/52),  Hanoda  (5/8/52)  and  Brookley 
(Sopt.1952)  undergoing  ro-c\'alue.tion.  Thcro  v-rore  more  than  thirty  such  high- 
quality  reports  in  1952?  many  of  which,  Ruppelt  admitted,  ooiild  not  be  explained 
in  oonvcnticnal  terms.  Wo  feel  that  many  of  then  may  have  boon  discarded  on 
grounds  of  'insufficient  inf orr.iation'  relating  to  weather,  meteorological 
records  for  the  dates  in  question  having  boon  mysteriously  mislaid,  as  happened 
in  the  famous  Washington  National  /Jrport  ca3e(s)  of  JixLy  1952,  in  which 
weather  information  vfhich,  according  tc  Rwpelt  and  to  the  current  US/iP  case 
summary,  could  not  bo  found  in  the  records,  vms  found  by  Dr.  McDonald  actually 
within  the  pages  of  the  official  report  (15). 

An  interesting  rosiuLt,  at  first  sight?  was  obtained  by  drawing  a  correlation 
diagram  with  (Aorial  Plicaiomona  minus  Unknowns)  on  one  axis,  and  Unknowns  on  tho 
othcTf  tho  points  so  formed,  each  point  corresponding  to  one  year,  vrt.th  tho 
exception  of  that  for  1952,  line  up  parallel  to  tho  (Aerial  Phenomena  minus 
Unloaowns)  axis.  If  wo  were  able  to  trust  Project  Blue  Book  evaluation?  this 
would  be  evidence  that  the  nochanism  responsible  for  nisidontifi oat  ions  aro 
indepondent  of  those  responsible  for  unknowns  -  in  other  words,  tliat  tho 
unknown  classification  is  derived  from  a  totally  ddffor-^rit  typo  of  phonomcsnon 
from  that  giviiig  rise  to  identifications,  and  not  merely  a  different  order 
of  complexity  of  tho  same  typo  of  phenomenon.  The  truth  is,  however,  that  tho 
number  of  unknowns  has  remained  relatively  constant  duo  to  tho  method  of 
"evaluation"  employed,  and  tho  motivation  ("reduce  unknowns  to  a  minimum") 
lying  behind  it. 

Carl  Grove, 

Donald  K.  Mills. 

(Part  3  vdll  appear  in  Vol.2  ITo.l  of  tho 
Research  Bulletin  aaid  concludes  this 
article) . 
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A  soniiiar  is  to  bo  bold  at  Cambridge  University  on  February 
22nd,  the  main  thoae  being  z 

"lirVESTXGATION  AIO)  EViiLUATIOR  OP  U.P.O.  REPORTS" 


The  object  of  tho  Seminar  being  to  acquaint  as  many 
BUPORA  investigators  of  tho  techniques  of  thoroijgh  investigation 
and  also  recognition  of  tnan-ciado  and  natural  phenomena.  Much 
can  be  learned  by  those  well  experienced  in  investigation  as  well 
as  those  with  little  experience  Will  all  who  are  interested 
and  reqtiiro  further  details  write  to  - 

Mr.  Richard  Farrow, 

BUPORA  Invest igaticns  Coordinator, 

95  Winner  Street, 

PjilGFTOK’,  Devon. 


